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Re: Irradiation in the production, processing and handling of eggs. 

The Society for Animal Protective Legislation would like to take this opportunity to 
object to the Food and Drug Administration’s decision to legalize the irradiation of eggs. 
We also request that a public hearing be held on this matter before any further decision of 
implementation is made. 

Our main objection is the approach that irradiation is a solution to the problem of food 
production not fit for consumption. 

The practice of irradiation promises converting a food product into a clean and safe 
product, when in reality the process merely depletes the nutritional value of the egg. The 
increase of salmonella can be directly correlated to the conditions in which laying hens 
are kept in industrialized farming systems. As long as the physiological and behavioral 
needs of the hens are not met they will not be able to provide consumers a healthful 
product. 

These unacceptable conditions and procedures lead to increased stress and excessive 
strain on the bodies of the hens, resulting in a compromised immune system. 

1. Repeated failures to notice diseased and injured hens in the dark overcrowded 
battery cages. 

2. Prohibiting natural behaviors such as food searching, exercise, dust bathing and 
nest building. 

3. Filthy overcrowded cages and buildings operating as a breeding ground for 
disease. 

4. Artificial stressful lighting programs designed to cause hens to lay unnatural 
quantities of eggs. 

5. Forced molting. Starving the hens by withholding both food and water for up to 
two weeks. 

6. High levels of ammonia that permeates the eggs and leads to salmonella 
enteritidis infection in the hens. 



Irradiation should not be allowed to compensate for the failure of proper care and housing 
of the hens in production. It doesn’t contribute any qualities to the egg, but rather 
depletes the vitamins and proteins it contains. The process of irradiation creates new 
chemicals in the food not adequately studied yet. It will also create large amounts of 
nuclear waste for which there are no satisfactory handling and storage procedures at 
present. 

In order for the Food and Drug Administration to promote healthy and safe food for the 
public we urge you to examine seriously the original source of the food in order to ensure 
conditions for laying hens are adequate to promote their normal health. 

Sincerely, 

- _ 
Christine Stevens 
President 
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